
Building foundations for inclusive security 
The following statement was released on the occasion of Pax Christi International’s 2004 general 
assembly, held at Seton Hall University, New Jersey. 
 
The General Assembly of Pax Christi, the international Catholic peace movement, gathered May 
19-22, 2004 for the first time in the United States, speaks from deep experience in many 
countries where poverty, lack of access to a decent job or a dignified life - and too often, war 
and terrorism - have been institutionalized, threatening the present and future security of entire 
peoples and nations. 
 
From Colombia to Cambodia, Israel and Palestine to El Salvador, the Philippines to the Horn of 
Africa, Guatemala to the DR Congo, India and Pakistan to the Sudan and northern Uganda - 
and from so many other corners of the world we have heard the cry of our peoples. Their 
suffering has pierced our hearts.  
 
With them we seek a world at peace where the dignity of each person, social and economic 
justice and the integrity of the whole creation are the heart of the matter – a world profoundly 
opposed to that sought by terrorists and by the “war on terrorism.” We seek a world shaped by 
inclusive human security and the globalization of solidarity. 
 
This is a new and dangerous moment in human history due to acts of terror and the war on 
terrorism itself. We are less secure each day. The United States and other states supporting the 
war on terrorism bear much responsibility for this. Other countries, especially in Europe, have 
great difficulties in charting another course. 
 
The war on terrorism is polarizing our world. Awesome, insidious power of the U.S. is used to 
overwhelm governments and interfere in the right of people to participate in the decisions that 
affect their lives. 

 
On theological, ethical and political grounds, Pax Christi condemns the U.S.-driven war on 
terrorism, the concept of preventive war, and the weakening or abandonment of multiple 
mechanisms for international cooperation and the rule of law.  

 
The war on terrorism and the policies behind it have unleashed a new spiral of violence, 
expanding military buildup and spending, undermining the international disarmament agenda 
and efforts to make our world free from nuclear weapons and to prevent the development and 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Small arms control efforts are stymied. 
Remilitarization in many of our societies and scandalous increases in military spending have 
been at the expense of the poor and social programs. New U.S. nuclear weapons are on the 
horizon.  
 
The abuse of prisoners by U.S. and allied personnel has shocked the world and made visible the 
horrors of torture. The war on terrorism spawns more terrorism, feeding fundamentalist 
ideologies and leading to a false clash of civilizations. Fear is orchestrated and so-called enemies 
abound; few are welcome to cross borders; the dominant culture and particular models of 
democracy and economic life are being imposed. 
 

http://www.paxchristi.net/


Ulterior motives must be unmasked. The interests of an elite few and their exclusive access to 
natural resources are being pursued in lieu of inclusive human security.  
 
We believe there is a need for deep changes in individual and collective lifestyles, especially in 
the North; for education that promotes attitudes of tolerance and respect for other cultures; for a 
deep reconstruction of the value system and worldview that undergird the rush to war; and for 
a transparent, accountable and democratic form of global governance. 
 
We are people of faith; we believe that another world is possible, and we commit ourselves to 
helping birth it. We echo the cry of Pope John Paul II that “war is always a defeat for 
humanity.” With the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, we believe that forgiveness 
in international politics is an alternative in the path toward peace. 
 
We will support efforts to strengthen international law and international institutions, especially 
the United Nations. Truly effective, cooperative arrangements, including policing and other 
civil measures to address terrorism, must replace the failed policy of relying on military 
measures to achieve justice and secure peace. 
 
We see signs of hope on the horizon – right relationships being built and rebuilt, the gradual 
globalization of solidarity. The World Social Forum could be one such sign of hope in which we 
intend to take a more active role - and there are many more in each of our countries where 
people are organizing for social, economic and ecological justice.  
 
We commit our movement to articulate and promote a vision for peace and security grounded 
in the Gospel. 
 
We will build right relations with each other and with people from around the world, 
promoting the inclusion of women, interfaith and cross-cultural dialogue and collaboration. We 
honor and embrace all faith traditions seeking to build justice and peace. 
 
As citizens of the world we call on the U.S. government to repudiate preventive war and the 
war on terrorism as it is now being waged. We make a special call to stop the abuse and torture 
of prisoners in Iraq, Afghanistan and Guantanamo. We call on all governments to pursue peace 
by ensuring inclusive human security and the global common good in full cooperation with the 
family of nations and all peoples.  
 
We call on the U.S. and the U.K. to cease all offensive military actions in Iraq and allow the 
United Nations to assume appropriate responsibility for enabling a just and peaceful transition 
to Iraqi authority.  
 
As Christians we call our churches to the prophetic task in these dangerous times of speaking 
truth to power and to the challenging pastoral task of helping us reclaim Gospel values, nurture 
justice and right relationships and participate in the transformation of the world.  
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